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The depth of excavations in relation to the foundations of
adjoining buildings has to be considered; also, the state of re-
pair of adjacent buildings is material to the assessment of the
risk. If the excavation breaks the seal of the water table under-
ground water will flow into a trench instead of affording the
previous support. When water flows into an excavation it
usually takes with it some of the subsoil. Even where there are
merely service pipes being laid, with possibly many miles of
trenching, there is a subsidence risk, although it may not be so
evident as where there are deep excavations preparatory to the
erection of huge buildings, as has recently occurred on bomb-
damaged sites in London and other large centres.

VEHICLES

Liability for accidents caused by mechanically-propelled
vehicles is excluded, and sometimes this reads " any liability aris-
ing under any Road Traffic Act or other legislation governing
the insurance of vehicles on public roads ". This latter wording
hardly goes far enough, for the intention is to exclude from
the general public liability policy all liabilities which should be
dealt with under specific insurances.

Some concession is at times made when the use of vehicles is
confined to private premises or sites, but there is some variety
of opinion among public liability underwriters as to whether
vehicles licensed for road use should be excluded entirely or
only when they are, in fact, in use on the road.

WATER POLLUTION

Effluent is frequently discharged into public sewers or directly
into waterways. If the effluent has not been suitably treated
before discharge, damage may be caused to fish life or the
effluent may be taken in with the water by a firm lower down a
river with resultant damage to machinery or to materials under-
going a trade process.

When an indemnity is provided, it should be limited to lia-
bility for accident, such as the breakdown of plant which nor-
mally renders the effluent harmless, or the effluent may escape
before treatment through an accident.

WORK AWAY FROM THE PREMISES

Frequently work is undertaken away from the insured's pre-
mises, and provision must be made for this, so that the policy
in this respect is " tailor-made " to provide adequate protection.